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 Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A – 8th and 9th February 2020 
 

The House in the Dark 
  

The O’Learys and the MacMillans lived as neighbours at the turn of the 
century.  One day, a young man in a suit came to their village to explain 
that they would soon have electricity for the first time. The MacMillans 
responded with their typical enthusiasm and filled out the appropriate 
papers to have their house wired.  The O’Learys were more cautious.  After 
all, they had lived for generations without electricity and had managed just 
fine.  They weren’t about to throw money after every passing fad. So they 
decided to wait.  If electricity was as good as everyone said, they could 

always sign up later.  
 

In the weeks that followed, the MacMillans busily prepared their house for 
electrical power.  They clamped wires and sockets to the walls and hung 
bulbs from the ceiling.  
 

When the big day finally came, the MacMillans invited their 
neighbours, including the O’Learys, to a grand lighting party.  
With a dramatic flourish, Mr MacMillan threw a switch and the 
bulbs began to glow for the first time.  The MacMillan house was illuminated 
more brightly thank it had ever been lit before. 
 

There was a gasp.  “ How lovely!”  someone said.  Then another gasp.  
“How filthy!” someone else said.  It was true.  No one had noticed it before 
in the dim light, but years of oil lamps had left a film of dingy soot over 
everything.  The walls were grimy, there were cobwebs in the corner, and 
covered the floor. The O’Learys decided right then and there that they 
would never install electricity in their home. They would never suffer the 
humiliation of having their dirty home exposed by the light.  
 

After the party, the MacMillans went to work.  They scrubbed the soot off 
the walls and ceiling, cleaned the cobwebs, and swept away the dust.  They 
had indeed been embarrassed by their dirty home when the lights came 
on, but within a day, their house was cleaner than it had ever been. 

Meanwhile, the O’Leary continued to live comfortable in their dimly lit home 
filled with soot, cobwebs, and filth.  
 

Many people today choose to live in the dark.  They don’t want anyone to see the dirt – 

what’s really going on in their lives.  Sometimes they don’t want to see it themselves.  They 

avoid the light for fear that they will see the truth and be forced to clean up their acts. 

“This is the verdict:  Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come 

into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes 

into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through 

God” (John 3:19-21) 
 

Peace…..  Dave 

Act Justly, Love Tenderly and Walk Humbly with God. Micah.6:8 
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