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THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA – YEAR C 
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The basilica of St John Lateran is the cathedral of Rome, the mother church 
of all Roman Catholic churches. 

The temple was the place on earth where God dwelt amid the people. It 
was God’s presence, not the worship performed there, that made it a 

sacred site. There is something incarnational about 
this presence of God. It is manifested in the 
concrete, in something with shape and character. 
Still, as important as the temple may be, it is only a 
building. Paul insists that we are the temple of God; 
we are the manifestation of God in the world today. 

The Spirit of God dwells in us, making the believing community the living 
temple of God. 

Today’s readings offer us two pictures of the temple of God, two 
characterisations of the community of believers. In one, the temple has 
become a marketplace, and the community is preoccupied with the 
business of the world. In Ezekiel, we see water from the temple 
transforming everything in its path. As water flowed from the temple in 
Ezekiel’s vision, so grace flows from the temple that is the people of God. 
Which image more closely characterises the community of which we are a 
part? Are we able to transform the wilderness of our world into a place that 
is teeming with life? Is the community truly the presence of God in the world 
today? Or is the temple simply a place where ritual is performed but the 
concerns of God take second place to the affairs of the world? 
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Act Justly, Love Tenderly and Walk Humbly with God.  Micah. 6:8 
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